
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Friday, July 10, 2020  

AG Nessel, Better Business Bureau Warn of Fake ‘Face 

Mask Exempt’ Cards  

LANSING – Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel and the Better Business Bureau Serving 

Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula are warning Michiganders about fraudulent cards that 

falsely claim to exempt the holder from wearing face coverings in businesses and other areas 

where such personal protective equipment is required.  

As the country continues to grapple with COVID-19, certain groups like the Freedom to Breathe 

Agency have made available Face Mask Exempt Cards to residents as an attempt to bypass 

health and safety measures at retailers and other establishments.   

While the group’s Facebook page and website are no longer active, Freedom to Breathe Agency 

was offering a downloadable PDF of the exemption cards. Some of these cards may have a logo 

for the Freedom to Breathe Agency, and even the U.S. Department of Justice. The cards also 

contain an implied threat that any business that denies access for failure to wear a mask will be 

reported as having violated the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).   

The cards are not legitimate and related face mask-exemption flyers and similar information 

being circulated by such groups are not endorsed by the Department of Justice or other 

government agencies.  

“These groups are trying to spread misinformation about the use of face coverings, and the 

unfortunate outcome is that they are also endangering the lives of many people,” Nessel said. 

“Business owners should understand that these face mask exempt cards are fake, and people 

should continue to wear face coverings unless the individual is unable medically to tolerate 

one.”  

“This group, along with others, are attempting to pass themselves off as government agencies 

and are using fear as their tactic to get businesses to comply with their demands,” said 

Melanie Duquesnel, President and CEO of Better Business Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan & 

the Upper Peninsula. “We all need to be doing our part by wearing a mask in public unless one 

is, truthfully, medically unable to do so.”  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9vcGEvcHIvZGVwYXJ0bWVudC1qdXN0aWNlLXdhcm5zLWluYWNjdXJhdGUtZmx5ZXJzLWFuZC1wb3N0aW5ncy1yZWdhcmRpbmctdXNlLWZhY2UtbWFza3MtYW5kIn0.ACOg8uo8MD8pcc0dZg80AtWPUrlt90Q5vGFHswD3OVQ/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l


In Michigan, face coverings are required under Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s executive orders in 

many situations and venues. Today, for example, Gov. Whitmer issued a new executive 

order that requires businesses to refuse entry to people who fail to wear a face covering as 

required by the executive order. A willful violation of that order is subject to a misdemeanor fine 

of $500.  

The use of face coverings during the COVID-19 pandemic is widely supported, including by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services (MDHHS).  

The CDC notes that face coverings should be worn in public settings around people who don’t 

live in the same household and when social distancing measures are difficult to maintain. Cloth 

face coverings may help prevent people who have COVID-19 from spreading the virus, and are 

most likely to reduce the spread of the virus when they are widely used by people in public 

settings, according to the CDC. For more information on the effectiveness of cloth face 

coverings, visit the CDC’s website.  

MDHHS recommends the use of face coverings even for healthy individuals, and offers guidance 

for the use of face coverings for the general public online. MDHHS has additional information 

on its website, including how masks work and a chart showing the chance of COVID-19 

transmission among individuals wearing masks and those who do not.   

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3Yvd2hpdG1lci8wLDkzMDksNy0zODctOTA0OTlfOTA2NDAtNTMzOTQxLS0sMDAuaHRtbCJ9.9xoeUxW32PvWMVB6YlRbrqMeIowjI_TtEuciuhhq8Fw/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3Yvd2hpdG1lci8wLDkzMDksNy0zODctOTA0OTlfOTA2NDAtNTMzOTQxLS0sMDAuaHRtbCJ9.9xoeUxW32PvWMVB6YlRbrqMeIowjI_TtEuciuhhq8Fw/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9wcmV2ZW50LWdldHRpbmctc2ljay9jbG90aC1mYWNlLWNvdmVyLWd1aWRhbmNlLmh0bWwifQ.3nbHeAbRKgZUQkRtRQrzyy1oIvqsLR_cBJxzNebfHX0/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvY29yb25hdmlydXMvMCw5NzUzLDctNDA2LTk4ODEwLTUyNDE1OC0tLDAwLmh0bWwifQ.8STqCG60xig5Y_nKUFJrohU-Njma8hxnt4_qgyrf3k4/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvY29yb25hdmlydXMvMCw5NzUzLDctNDA2LTEwMDk5N18xMDA5OTgtLS0sMDAuaHRtbCJ9.78wC6oYjpKbhsGudKHb2951cGjA7nT6I7Y_mWqNGVSY/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyNDAzMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvY29yb25hdmlydXMvMCw5NzUzLDctNDA2LTEwMDk5N18xMDA5OTgtLS0sMDAuaHRtbCJ9.78wC6oYjpKbhsGudKHb2951cGjA7nT6I7Y_mWqNGVSY/s/764474029/br/80931715402-l

	AG Nessel, Better Business Bureau Warn of Fake ‘Face Mask Exempt’ Cards

